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Save the date: FaRInn final con-
ference in Mytilene, Greece
The Final Conference of FaRInn project will take place on 10 Sep-
tember 2014 in the capital of the Region of Northern Aegean, Myt-
ilene, at Lesvos Chamber of Commerce. 
Participants will discuss the concept of Responsible Innovation, 
both at local/regional level and at European level. The special focus 
at local level  will be the female cooperative movement in North 
Aegean Island (experience / best practices / future targets, etc).
There will be key note presentations and a round table of experts 
to discuss the results and future of the FaRInn project and of the 
future of the concept of Responsible innovation in those regions 
and beyond. 
Live streaming of the Final Conference will be available on the 
FaRInn website. 
The Final agenda and on-line registration will soon be available on 
FaRInn web site www.farinn.eu. 

The Final Conference of FaRInn project will take place in the capital of 
the Region of Northern Aegean, Mytilene on Lesvos Island

FaRInn: Outputs & Outcomes of 
the project
The FaRInn project is a 2-year project, approved within the South 
East Europe transnational cooperation programme, which strives 
to enhance framework conditions and pave the way for a Responsi-
ble Innovation model in South East Europe. 

Partners delivered the Local Analysis of their territorial unit and 
organised their data within the framework of a SWOT analysis 
addressing the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 
related to Responsible Innovation (RI) in their territory. Based on 
these results Operational Plans were created including the planned 
paths and activities to move RI from theory to practice in the part-
ner territories. 

A Comparative analysis on local analyses and operational plans was 
carried out by University of Szeged. Partners agree that the most 
significant disadvantages are the lack of knowledge about RI and its 
elements, also the lack of resources to implementation. Although 
some actors are applying various aspects of responsible innovation, 
they are not always aware of it or still do not consider some impor-
tant aspects (e.g. moral responsibility). The actors are not promot-
ing RI in the wider community. 
Thanks to the project, this situation has started to change. Dis-
semination of the RI concept has started successfully. Based on the 
analyses the most relevant sectors for the project partners to im-
plement RI are agriculture and tourism, thus the proposed RI mod-
els will concentrate mainly on these areas.

Partners discussed Comparative analysis on responsible innovation 
on meeting in Kolašin, Montenegro in April 2014

Stimulating open innovation 
processes among Italian enter-
prises

Lead partner of FaRInn project CISE organised two seminars on in-
novative issues on 20th January and 17th March 2014 in Forli, Italy 
to stimulate open innovation processes. Seminars were organised 
within the network of local enterprises Percorsi Erratici, which serve 
also as the testing environment for a Living-Lab, as a key tool for 
responsible innovation processes. The first workshop, dealt with 
crowdsourcing and generating ideas, services and finance and 
second workshop was run by digital strategist Simone Cicero, who 
debated on open source as a development model that promotes 
Responsible Innovation.
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Members of the network Percorsi Erratici, also serving 
as test-bed for FaRInn pilot action on living-lab

Conference on Responsible 
Innovation in Szeged, Hungary

The University of Szeged organised a Conference on Responsible 
Innovation on 6th March 2014 to provide insights to the practical 
applicability of the concept. Internationally known experts of the 
topic Xavier Pavie and Massimo Chiocca sketched a comprehensive 
and complex picture about RI to the audience of university students, 
policy makers, entrepreneurs and academics. 

Conference on responsible innovation in Szeged, Hungary

Promoting of Responsible Inno-
vation in transport in Slovenia

In cooperation with the Slovenian national company for public rail-
way transport, the Development Centre of the Heart of Slovenia 
promoted the 15th anniversary of the bus connection between two 
municipalities. The new bus is labelled with special labels to raise 
awareness on Responsible Innovation. The new bus meets the re-
quirements of environmentally friendly vehicle with low carbon 
emissions, more rational maintenance and fuel costs and is a pilot 
example of an integrated public transport in Slovenia. It is show-
ing the best and most responsible way to organise the whole public 
transport in Slovenia. Therefore, it is a perfect example of RI that is 
tackled within FaRInn project.

One of the first passengers of the new bus were children from the local 
primary school from Litija, Slovenia
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Seminar on Responsible Inno-
vation for Greek students
University of the Aegean in Mytilene in Greece hosted a seminar on 
Responsible Innovation on 13th March 2014. The event attracted 
many of undergraduate and postgraduate students of the Universi-
ty of the Aegean. Their interest led to a fruitful and lively discussion 
between speakers and students, creating the optimistic feeling that 
challenges such as responsible, innovative entrepreneurship can be 
viewed successfully in the future of young people in the region.

FaRInn project was presented to students at University of the Aegean, 
Greece

FaRInn on Conference for 
Transnational Programmes in 
Montenegro

Regional development agency of Bjelasica, Komovi, Prokletije par-
ticipated at the Conference for Transnational Programmes SEE 
and MED organised by the Montenegro Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and European Integrations, on 14th April 2014 in Budva. The confer-
ence was good opportunity to exchange experiences on European 
projects and programmes.

FaRInn project was promoted at the conference in Montenegro with 
newsletters, brochures, notebooks and other promotional material

FaRInn on SEE-MED Joint Com-
munication Training

The Development Centre of the Heart of Slovenia participated as a 
representative of the FaRInn project at the Joint Communication 
Training co-organised by the South East Europe and Mediterra-
nean transnational programmes, which took place on 2nd and 3rd 
June 2014 in Bled (Slovenia). Almost 100 representatives from more 
than 60 projects participated at the event.
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FaRInn project at Integral Econ-
omy Conference in Slovenia

The FaRInn project was presented at the Integral Economy Confer-
ence in Ljubljana, Slovenia on 16th June 2014. Integral Economics 
represents a holistic model that builds on the many practical and, 
in our globalised world, successful sustainable economic models, 
in terms of connecting transdisciplinarity and transculturality. The 
concept of Integral Economics has been developed by the Center 
for Integral Development Tran4m in Geneva, Switzerland. Authors 
of the concept Ronnie Lessem and Alexander Schieffer stressed out 
that the concept of Integral Economics is in accordance with the 
FaRInn project, which paves the way for a Responsible Innovation 
model in South East Europe. 

FaRInn project was presented by Mojca Stepic from Development 
Centre of the Heart of Slovenia

New video on responsible inno-
vation in The Heart of Slovenia

A new video on responsible innovation in The Heart of Slovenia was 
published in July. It shows the Heart of Slovenia area as a place of 
opportunities. Opportunities for innovation, self-realisation and 
high-quality lifestyle. A place where people, their creativity and 
knowledge, natural and cultural resources are the key foundations 
for development. A development which interconnects entrepre-
neurship, tourism and our environment with respect to the princi-

ples of sustainability, social responsibility and quality of life. 
Watch it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hfXGaX4Djo
The video is an important example of the results that the FaRInn 
project has brought to its partners across the South East Europe 
Coorperation area. 

FaRInn and Cooperation: Thematic Pole 1

FaRInn partners know that Responsible Innovation can only be pro-
moted on a wide scale if we all work together. 

The South East Europe Programme has created the Thematic Capi-
talisation Strategy to streamline the process of creating synergies 
between projects and capitalising on results of previous initia-
tives, responding in this way to a demand from the beneficiaries. 
The SEE Thematic Capitalisation Strategy aims to strengthen the 
links between projects working on similar topics (Thematic Poles), 
to enable projects to exploit and consolidate one another’s achieve-
ments, and create a higher leverage effect. 
This will enhance the visibility and impact of both projects and Pro-
gramme. A reinforced and more structured approach to valorise 
the SEE knowledge base will allow, moreover, for invaluable inputs 
and recommendations in view of the programming period 2014-20.
FaRInn project is involved in Thematic Pole 1 – Innovation Govern-
ance and Policy. The leader of the Thematic Pole 1 Centre for Social 
Innovation organised the thematic pole meeting on 26th of March 
2014 in Vienna. FaRInn and 5 more SEE projects participated at the 
meeting: 

• EVAL-INNO: Fostering Evaluation Competences in Research,  
 Technology and Innovation in the SEE region, 
 www.eval-inno.eu 
• FORSEE: Regional ICT Foresight exercise for SEE countries,  
 www.forsee.eu
• FINNO: Mechanism for fostering Innovation in SEE, 
 www.finnoeurope.eu
• ClusterPoliSEE: Smarter Cluster Policies for SEE, 
 www.clusterpolisee.eu 
• CAPINFOOD: Improving the enabling Environment and Public  
 Awareness for Innovation of the food sector in SEE through  
 transnational collaboration, 
 www.capinfood.eu

All partners agreed to participate in common activities despite the 
fact that most of those projects are finishing about now or have 
already terminated there project life. 
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FaRInn and Cooperation: 
BUILD SEE project
BUILD SEE supplies public administrations, enterprises and citizens 
with practical tools, recommendations and action plans to achieve 
low environmental impact and become eco -friendly. The partner-
ships is composed of 13 entities from 9 SEE countries. 

Why are SEE cities so far from sustainable development despite EU 
indications? Why do urban planning and residential areas lack a true 
green approach?

BUILD SEE’s twofold innovation comes as an integrated approach 
to urban sustainability and a quality governance model of shared 
responsibility and city planning vision. Both the processes and 
product innovation dimensions aim to bridge the gap between EU 
policy and SEE country practices, mindful of new aspects like social 
issues (swift urbanisation and its social problems, inclusion of dis-
advantaged groups, participation); new green urban technologies 
(for policies reaching EU targets on energy consumption, waste 
management etc) and new methodologies: fresh citizenship meth-
ods/models, enterprise/stakeholder involvement, participative ur-
ban planning processes.

BUILD SEE aims to enhance innovation in a multilevel cross-sector 
approach and participative methodologies primed to impact at 
government and local level with clear outcomes, qualified results 
and possible performance gauging, with new technologies amd IT, 
fostering content and funding viability to increase social cohesion 
and inject skills and positive financial/social returns in the territo-
ries, all serving sustainability/transferability.

BUILD SEE emphasises joint transnational management, smart/
detailed planning, extensive communication, transferability and 
reproducibility of project findings, outcomes, products and results, 
creation of an in/formal network on project priorities at national/
international level, in the industry itself or via trans-professional 
groups. The project aims to create tool kits and actions to develop 
a “green building” management city, area and suburb, for new sus-
tainable urban building and requalification, fresh citizen participa-
tion and a network of stakeholders work with local government.

The Lead partners of BUILD SEE and FaRInn are interested in coop-
erating, given the common points of interested between the two 
projects: namely a development model that does not just focus on 
short term economic growth, but on long-term smart, sustainable 
and inclusive development.

FaRInn and Cooperation: 
Boosting the competitiveness 
of innovative SMEs in Europe - 
KARIM

Manage for today, lead for tomorrow – the success of every SME 
is built on this premise. Yet today’s economic context coupled with 
growing global competition has made it all the more challenging 
for Europe’s SMEs to survive let alone thrive. That’s why the support 
network developed by KARIM, an EU initiative set up in North West 
Europe, has been so instrumental.
The KARIM and FaRInn projects have been cooperating for over a 
year, in order to bring together their experiences and knowledge on 
the same theme in different geographical areas.
Set up to assist SMEs in North West Europe, KARIM has made a 
significant breakthrough in the innovation landscape by consid-
ering ‘responsibility’ from the perspective of those behind it - en-
trepreneurs and researchers, and by providing practical tools to 
innovative SMEs (See for example this Online Responsible ICT Ques-
tionnaire). Please note that all the materials developed during the 
project will be available online in the coming months.
Its new guidance book, ‘Responsible Innovation in the context of the 
KARIM project’, proves there is competitive advantage by innovat-
ing using new technology from universities in a way, which consid-
ers the impact of innovation on society, groups within it and the 
environment.
The KARIM Conference taking place on 2 October 2014 invites in-
novation enthusiasts and practitioners to come along for fresh 
insights into ‘Responsible Innovation’, a new philosophy that the 
EU is firmly supporting. This one-day event, organised as a part of 
the European SME Week, intends to outline KARIM’s results while 
opening the floor to stakeholders, who will have the opportunity to 
react on KARIM’s outcomes as well as share their views on innova-
tion, SMEs or regional cooperation.
Stay tuned for more Responsible Innovation insights via @KARIM_
network and don’t miss our upcoming events about #Biomimicry, 
#ResponsibleICT or #Datacenter !
If you want to know more or have  any questions contact: Michel 

Daigney – Paris Region Entreprises:
 michel.daigney@parisregionentreprises.org
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Words from an expert: René 
von Schomberg: 
“From the responsible development of 
new technologies towards Responsible 
Research and Innovation”

The institutional and societal learning processes with the intro-
duction of new technologies since World War II have culminated in 
specific large-scale initiatives to promote the ‘responsible develop-
ment’ of a new technology under public policy. Nano science and 
nanotechnologies constituted the first historic case in which a tech-
nology, in its infancy, is being addressed by such large-scale, multi-
billion dollar/euro, mid to long-term programmes on both sides of 
the Atlantic.  Since 2001, the National Nanotechnology Initiative 
(NNI) is the U.S. Federal Government’s interagency programme for 
coordinating research and development and enhancing communi-
cation and collaborative activities in nanoscale science, engineer-
ing, and technology. Among its four major goals features the sup-
port of ‘responsible development of nanotechnology’ (Nanogov. 
National Nanotechnology Initiative). The European Commission 
has adopted a European strategy and action plan which emphasises 
the ‘safe, integrated and responsible’ development of nanosciences 
and nanotechnologies (European Commission, 2004). 

The ‘responsible development of nanotechnology’ is covered by 
both the American and the European initiatives and is addressed 
by:
• Identification and management of ethical, legal, and societal  
 implications
• Incorporation of safety evaluation of nanomaterial into the  
 product life cycle and allocation of budgets for identification  
 and study of risks
• Identification of knowledge gaps and regulatory needs
• Involvement of stakeholders and engagement in international  
 dialogue 
 Reflections on an appropriate governance framework for the  
 responsible development of technologies have led to the call  
 for specific requirements of such a governance process:
• Anticipatory governance: an adequate governance framework  
 should anticipate the intended and unintended impacts of new  
 technologies in economic, environmental, social and ethical  
 terms. This requires extensive use of technology foresight and  
 technology assessment (Karinen and Guston, 2010).
• Deliberative governance: This implies inclusive governance,  
 one based on broad stakeholder involvement and early public  
 intervention in research and development leading to 
 responsive public policies (Owen et al, 2013) or even a required  
 commitment of stakeholders (Von Schomberg, 2013).

• An ethics of co-responsibility: The outcomes of research and  
 innovation are the result of institutional and collective actions  
 which often lead to consequences which can hardly be traced  
 back to the actions or intentions of any individual. Both for the  
 intended and unintended outcomes societal actors and innova- 
 tors have to assume shared responsibility (Von Schomberg, 2007).
• The systematic use of normative principles for the design of  
 technologies. Ethics becomes a driving force for innovation  
 rather than a constraint. “Privacy by Design’ is the most promi- 
 nent example of such a normative principle (Stahl, 2011).
• Whenever appropriate, the integration of social science and  
 humanities within interdisciplinary research practices to 
 increase reflexivity (Fisher et al, 2006).

However, Responsible Research and Innovation has been articu-
lated not only with a view on the anticipation and good manage-
ment of possible risks of new technologies, but also with a view on 
the ‘right impacts of research’. In other words: what do we want to 
get out of (publically) funded research and innovation? In the Eu-
ropean Union this has been articulated by a call to direct research 
and innovation towards the Grand Challenges of our times: climate 
change, food security, ageing populations etc. Even more broadly 
formulated, responsible research and innovation can be seen to be 
responsive to basic public values or benefits for humanity (Ozolina 
et al, 2012) or fundamental rights and constitutional normative 
anchor points (Von Schomberg, 2013), thus driving innovations to-
wards social desirable outcomes.
Von Schomberg (2013) has proposed the following definition con-
sistent with an ambitious vision of innovation governance:
‘Responsible research and innovation’ is ‘a transparent, interactive 
process by which societal actors and innovators become mutually 
responsive to each other regarding the ethical acceptability, sus-
tainability and social desirability of the innovation process and its 
marketable products ‘.

‘Responsible research and innovation’ shifts the focus from re-
search and development of particular technologies and or particu-
lar risks towards the whole innovation process, and its governance 
which is neither technology-specific, nor solely risk-focused.
Responsible innovation is only feasible with the availability of 
standards or certification schemes. For example, the outstanding 
agreements on definitions of nanoparticles is the cause of a non-
transparent market: nobody can tell you exactly which product has 
what type of substances. The further use of soft-law mechanisms, 
such as the voluntary use of certification schemes and codes of con-
duct are essential for ensuring market-accountability. 
I, therefore, very much welcome the fact that the FaRInn project 
will address the governance by soft-law measures and look forward 
to the outcomes of the impressive network that FaRInn has created.

René von Schomberg
Policy Officer at DG Research of the European Commission, 
September 2013 
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* The views expressed here reflect the contents of various publications, 
but they are ‘under development’: therefore I look forward to any com-
ments on my webpages: http://renevonschomberg.wordpress.com/
**The views expressed here are those of the author and may not in any 
circumstances be regarded as stating an official position of the European 
Commission.
Bibliographical statement: http://about.me/Rene.vonSchomberg
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Information
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 www.serda.ba

• Technical and Management Support from Resolvo Srl,  
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 www.resolvo.eu
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https://twitter.com/FARINNproject 

South East Europe Programme
For more information on the South East Europe Programme, visit 
http://www.southeast-europe.net.

Edited by: 
Ana Savšek, Development Centre of the Heart of Slovenia


